
Visual Aids

Science Standard 
4.2.b.

8 California Education and the Environment Initiative

Nature and Newcomers

History-Social 
Science Standard 

5.8.4.

5



California Education and the Environment Initiative
Approved by the California State Board of Education, 2010

The Education and the Environment Curriculum is a cooperative endeavor of the following entities:
California Environmental Protection Agency

California Natural Resources Agency

Office of the Secretary of Education

California State Board of Education

California Department of Education

California Integrated Waste Management Board

Key Leadership for the Education and Environment Initiative:
Linda Adams, Secretary, California Environmental Protection Agency

Patty Zwarts, Deputy Secretary for Policy and Legislation, California Environmental Protection Agency

Andrea Lewis, Assistant Secretary for Education and Quality Programs, California Environmental Protection Agency

Mark Leary, Executive Director, California Integrated Waste Management Board

Mindy Fox, Director, Office of Education and the Environment, California Integrated Waste Management Board

Key Partners:
Special thanks to Heal the Bay, sponsor of the EEI law, for their partnership and

participation in reviewing portions of the EEI curriculum.

Valuable assistance with maps, photos, videos and design was provided by the 
National Geographic Society under a contract with the State of California.

Office of Education and the Environment
1001 I Street  •  Sacramento, California 95812  •  (916) 341-6769

http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Education/EEI/

© Copyright 2010 by the State of California
 All rights reserved. 

This publication, or parts thereof, may not be used or reproduced without permission from the  
Office of Education and the Environment.

These materials may be reproduced by teachers for educational purposes.



Lesson 1  “Ho! For California!”—From Wagon Trails to Highways

1   	 Map of Overland Trails, Mountains, and Rivers.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 2

2   	 California’s Trails.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  3

Lesson 2  Natural Systems Along the Trails

3   	 Nature’s Influence on Overland-Trail Travelers 1.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  4

4   	 Nature’s Influence on Overland-Trail Travelers 2.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  5

Lesson 3  Seasons and Reasons

5   	 Natural Regions Along the Overland Trails.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6

6   	 Average Monthly Precipitation Data.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 7

7   	 Annual Precipitation Graphs.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 8

Lesson 4  Life Cycles on the Prairie

8   	 Life Cycle of Plants .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  9

9   	 Big Bluestem.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  10

10   	American Bison.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  11

11   	Comparing Seasons on the Prairies.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 12

Lesson 5  Choosing a Place to Call Home

12   	Building a Western Community.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 13

Lesson 6  East to West: A Different Life

13   	Comparing East and West.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 14

Contents



2  CALIFORNIA Education and the Environment Initiative  I  Unit 5.8.4.  I  Nature and Newcomers  I  Visual Aids

Trail Routes

 Oregon Trail
 Mormon Trail
 California Trail
 Santa Fe Trail 

0 125 250 500

Miles

  
M

is
si

ss
ip

pi
 

M

ississip
p

i Misso
u

ri 

      Missouri 

ATLANTIC 
OCEAN 

PACIFIC
OCEAN 

GULF OF
MEXICO

Platte

Humboldt Great
Salt
Lake

A
rk

a
n
sas

 C
o
lu

m

bia 

   Snake S
i

e
r

r
a

 
 

N
e

v
a

d
a

S
i e

r
r

a
 

M
a

d
r

e
R

o
c

k
y

 
 

 
M

o
u

n
t

a
i

n
s

Sacramento

Oregon City

Salt Lake City

Santa Fe

Independence

San 
Francisco

Fort Smith

VA #1 Map of Overland Trails, Mountains, and Rivers

Map of Overland Trails, Mountains, and Rivers

Visual Aid 1



CALIFORNIA Education and the Environment Initiative  I  Unit 5.8.4.  I  Nature and Newcomers  I  Visual Aids  3 

PACIFIC
OCEAN 

Great
Salt
Lake

Salton
Sea

Lake
Tahoe

Goose
Lake

Klamath

S
a
cr

amento

Snake

San Joaq

ui
n 

 A
m

er
ica

n 

Hum
bold

t

Pyramid
Lake

H
astin

gs Cutoff

Salt Lak e Cuto
ff

(M
orm

on R
oute to Southern

 C
a
li
fo

rn
ia

)

Califo
rn

ia
 T

ra
il

Central O
verla

nd Trail

W
illa

m ette Valley Trail

0 50 100 200

Miles

Marysville

Sacramento

Lassen Ranch

Shasta City

Sonora

San
Francisco

Placerville

Yreka

Salt
Lake
City

California Trail Routes

 Yreka Trail

 Applegate Trail

 Nobles Trail

 Lassen Trail

 Beckwourth Trail 

 Henness Pass

 Truckee Trail

 Johnson Cutoff

 Carson Trail

 Big Tree Trail

 Sonora Trail

VA #2 California’s Trails

California’s Trails

Visual Aid2



4  CALIFORNIA Education and the Environment Initiative  I  Unit 5.8.4.  I  Nature and Newcomers  I  Visual Aids

VA #3 Nature’s Influence on Overland-Trail Travelers 1

Nature’s Influence on Overland-Trail Travelers 1
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Terrain:
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VA #4 Nature’s Influence on Overland-Trail Travelers 2

Nature’s Influence on Overland-Trail Travelers 2
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VA #5 Natural Regions Along the Overland Trails
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VA #6 Average Monthly Precipitation Data (in inches)
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VA #9 Big Bluestem
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VA #10 American Bison

American Bison
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VA #11 Comparing Seasons on the Prairies
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VA #12 Building a Western Community

Building a Western Community

Visual Aid12

1.	 Why did you choose to settle in this place?

2.	 Name and describe the natural region where your settlement is located.

3. 	Name two examples of natural resources that are important to your  
settlement. Why are they important? 

4.	 How will people get food in your settlement? How will people make money in 
your settlement?

5.	 Describe one way in which your settlement in the West differs from  
your home in the East. 
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VA #13 Comparing East and West
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